NARRATIVE, 
1 OF 
JAMES MATTHISON, 


Who was Executed this Day at 
FOUR. | 


With the Copy of a Letter that Jomes Mat- 
thiſon, ſent to his Siſter Day before his 
Execution. 
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Printed by T. Brown, Weſtmiaer: 


Ihe Genuine 


NARRATIVE, 


ON Wedneſd:y July the 14, 1779 


the Report was made to his 
Majeſty, of the convicts under ſent- 
ence of death in Newgate, and the 
following were ordered for executi— 
on on Wedneſday the 28th Inſt. 
viz, James Donnelly otherwiſe 
Patrick Donnelly, for ſtoping Mr. 
Fielding in the ftreet in January laſt 
and demanding from him a preſent 
or he would charge him with an 
unnatural crime, Upon whom 
Judgment had been reſpited, the 
opinion of the Judges as followeth : 
As to the firſt point, the Judges 
all clearly held, that here was a fe- 


1 


lon ious intention: 

The priſoner a ſtranger to Mr. 
Fielding, ſtops him in the ſtreet after 
it was dnſk, between fix and ſeven 
o'clock in January, and deſired, he 
would give him a preſent; and 
when Mr. Felding aſked him for 
- what? he replied, You had better 
comply, or I will take you before a 
magiſtrate, and accuſe you of an 
attempt to commit an unnatural 
crime. 

The conduct of the priſoner will 
not bear two conſtruſt ions; his 
meaning was to get Mr. Fielding's 
money from him. 

It a man with or without a weap- 
on drawn orders another to deliver 
his money, it is a robbery. 

So where a man, anino furandi, 
deinands my money, the words he 
makes uſe of ſeem immeterial whe- 
ther he ſays, Give me your money, 


_— 


LS 


or lend me, or make me a ins 
or words of th& like! import, it is a 
robbery. 

On Sunday laſt a reſpite came 
from Lord Waymouth's office to 
Newgate, Patrick Donnelly, du- 
ring his Majeſty's pleaſure. 


John Matthiſon, otherwiſe Max- 
well, was indicted for that he felo- 
| niouſly did forge and counterfeit a 
* Bank note with the name O Geth- 
ing thereunto ſubſcribed, purport- 
ing to bear date the 2d day of March 
1779, and to have been ſigned by 
one Owen Gethidg, for the Govern- 
or and company of the Bank of 
England, for the payment of the 
ſum of 20]. to Mr. Robert Goor- 
don or bearer on demand the tenor 
of which ſaid forged and counter- 


feited note is as followeth, that is 
to ſay 


17 79 
I promiſe to pay to Mr. Robert 


Goordon or bearer on demand the 

ſum of 20 pounds, | 

London, the 2d day of March, 
1779, for the governon and 
company of the Bank of Eng- 
land. O. Geething. 

£. Twenty © 

Entd R. Lateward. 

with an intent to defraud the go- 

vernor and company of the Buuk 

of England, March gth. 

24 Count. For forging a note in 
the form of a Bank note, with the 
like inten ion. 

34 Cunt The ſame s the Grit 
only with intention to defraud Mr. 
Man. 

4th Count. The ſam: as tte ſe- 
cond with iiteit co deiraud Ed- 
ward Man. 
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5th Count, For forging a pro- 
miſſorv note, with intention to de- 
fraud Edward Man. 

61h Count. The ſame ts the 5th 
with intention to defraud the go- 
vernor and company of the Bank of 
England. 

John Matthiſon was 36 years of 
age, born at Berminghan of credit- 
able parents, was well brought up 
and received a good education, 
when he arrived to the age of fif- 
teen years he was put apprentice to 
a Watch- Maker and ingraver, with 
whom he ſerved a regular time, but 
of a gay diſpoſition and fond of 
company it threw him into extra- 
vagancies and at length has brought 
him to his untimely end. He be- 
heaved with 3 and exhorted 
all young men to take warning by 
his wretched fate, 
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james Matthiſon's Speech at the 
place of Execution- 


I account this ignominious death as 
a juft judgment for my fins againſt 
the Divine Majeſty, and my neigh- 
bour ; and therefore patiently reſign 
myſelf to his bleſſed will, and 
hope (with true repentance, and a 
ſteefaſt faith in Chriſt Jeſus) he will 
ſeal my pardon in Heaven beſore 
I go hence, and be no more fcen ; 
and I bleſs God, I have had more 
conſolation under our condemna- 
tion, than eves I had theſe many 
years; and I hope thoſe who ſur- 
vive me, will take warning by my 
fatal end. 


11 
A true Copy of a Letter, 
Dz ar SISTER, 


] bope theſe few lines may not ak | 
too great an impreſſion on your 
(I am nbi) afflicted mind, but 
let your prayers he to Almighty God, 
in whom I an perfectly refigned, fer 
2 departing foul, whoſe mercies are 
great 10 all Sinners; ; my proce edings 
for. a lang time faft j ont have been 
mntirely ignorant, 'T confeſs my, crime 
is great, fir which 1 implore the for- 
giveneſs of all mankind as T fincerely 


forgive my proſecutor. © My dear fift- 
er, make yourſelf eaſy on my _ 
tune, caſt the thoughts of my unbap- 
end from your mind, when I have 


departed this life, Aaieu adieu. 


James MaTtTHISON. 


